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Summer 2021
COVID-19 UPDATES
Follow along for COVID-19 updates on
my Facebook page
@CaitlinClevelandMLA
or my website www.mla-kamlake.ca

MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORTS
NWT Help Line 24/7
1 800 661 0844
Kids Help Phone 24/7
1 800 668 6868 or Text “CONNECT” to
686868
NWT Family Violence 24/7 Crisis Line
1 866 223 7775 or call 911
NWT Disabilities Council
(867) 873 8230
YK Women’s Society
(867) 873 2339
Salvation Army Men’s Shelter
(867) 920 4673
Rainbow Coalition 2SLGBTQQIPAA+
(867) 444 7295
Seniors Help Line
1 800 661 0878
Hope for Wellness (Indigenous Peoples)
1 855 242 3310
Community Counsellor Program
(867) 767 9110 (YK) *free, same day mental
health care
Residential School Survivor Crisis Line
1 866 925 4419

Summer is Here!
In June the Chief Public Health Officer released the new Emerging
Wisely Plan. Easing public health restrictions relied heavily on reduced
Covid cases across Canada and increased vaccination rates in both the
NWT and Canada. The NWT has met milestones that eased restrictions
for both isolation, as well as indoor and outdoor gatherings. As
restrictions eased and vaccination rates increased, many northerners
and Canadians are feeling hopeful that while the world has changed
over the last year and a half, we are slowly learning to live in a COVID
world and get back to doing some of the things we love.
Our fully vaccinated NWT residents, non-resident essential service
workers and other travellers with exemptions can travel into the
NWT without having to isolate. People who are partially vaccinated
are still required to self-isolate for a minimum of 8 days with a day 8
negative test. People who are unvaccinated, including children under
12, are required to self-isolate for a minimum of 10 days with a day 10
negative test. Children under 2 will not be required to get a test on day
10 but only isolate until then. Our office is advocating for less invasive
testing technologies for children, especially as the 2021-22 school year
approaches.
I want to explain that these directions during a Public Health State
of Emergency are solely that of the Chief Public Health Officer and is
signed off by the Minister of Health and Social Services. As you would
expect there is no political oversight to the decisions as outlined in
the Act, as the desire is to have science and evidence-based decision
making. This State of Emergency is what allows the border restrictions
and public health orders to remain in place. Some have pointed out
that the Act does not appear to be written for a pandemic and they are
absolutely right. The Act was drafted allowing for 14 day declarations
of Emergency that would suit an outbreak of things like TB or
whooping cough- not a global pandemic.
All of this is not to suggest that as an elected leader I do not have a
role to play. Asking the hard questions, sharing constituent concerns,
and identifying the changes required are all part of that.
With the arrival of COVID-19 vaccines, and the subsequent drop of
cases across Canada there is ‘light at the end of the tunnel.’ While this
is exciting news, many people, especially
those with unvaccinated family members,
may feel anxious as public health orders
loosen. Let’s all be kind and remember that
it’s okay for people to decide what works
best for them within emerging wisely.

All Things COVID-19
EMERGING WISELY
QUESTIONS

COVID-19 Website
www.gov.nt.ca/covid-19

Public Health Act

www.gov.nt.ca/covid-19/en/emerging-wisely-2021

www.justice.gov.nt.ca/en/files/legislation/
public-health/public-health.a.pdf

Q: My relative is coming to visit me from outside
the NWT and is fully vaccinated. What do they
need to do?

Book vaccines online
www.nthssabookings.simplybook.me/v2/ or
call 767-9120

A: Our borders are not fully open. This milestone
will come later. There are travel exemptions based
on compassionate, family circumstance. Entry and
isolation exemptions are done on a case by case
basis at www.gov.nt.ca/covid-19/en/services/travelexemption. They will also need proof of vaccination
status from their jurisdiction.

The Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine is
available to children 12-17 and
those born in 2009.
COVID-19 Vaccination Record
Requests

Q: What if you have fully vaccinated family
who want to come but there are people in your
household who aren’t vaccinated?

To request your official health records
showing your COVID-19 immunizations,
please download, print, and fill out the
Request to Access Covid-19 Immunization
Record at www.nthssa.ca/en/requestaccess-covid-19-immunization-record

A: the rules are based on the vaccination status
of travellers. In this case, if the travellers are fully
vaccinated, then no isolation is required.

Email completed forms to NTHSSA_
covidvaxrecords@gov.nt.ca or submit in
person at the YK Primary Care Centre.

Q: If a fully vaccinated NWT resident travels and
comes back to a household with unvaccinated
children does anybody have to isolate?

If you have concerns about the appearance
of your immunization records, please
download the Vaccination Records
A New Normal
Clarification
Letter from Territorial Medical
Director, Dr. Pegg. www.nthssa.ca/en/
vaccine-records-clarification-letter

A: The rules are based on the vaccination status of
the traveller, so no isolation is required. This changes if
Emerging
Wisely
unvaccinated
people
travel2021
with you.

Updated: June 9, 2021

Step by Step Together

Moving Forward

Current Situation

All Restrictions Lifted
Including:

Leisure Travel

Non-essential out of territory travel is not recommended.
Leisure travel into the territory is not permitted.
Exemptions considered.

Leisure Travel
Restrictions Eased

Leisure travel into the NWT is
permitted. No exemptions are
required to enter the NWT.

Self-Isolation
Fully vaccinated: 8 days self-isolation with negative day 8 test.
All others: 14 days self-isolation and all household members self-isolate.
Exemptions considered.

Emerging Wisely 2021

Updated: June 9, 2021

A New Normal

Step by Step Together

Moving Forward

Current Situation

Leisure Travel
Restrictions Eased

Leisure travel into the NWT is
permitted. No exemptions are
required to enter the NWT.

Self-Isolation

Self-Isolation
Requirements Decrease

For NWT residents, and nonresident essential workers and
travellers with an exemption:

Indoor Gatherings
Up to 25 people/businesses follow approved plans. Households can have
up to 10 people with a maximum of 5 non-household members.

Indoor Gatherings up to
200 People

Outdoor Gatherings

This means most restaurants,
stores, offices and other
business are at normal capacity.

Up to 50 people.

Outdoor Gatherings up
to 200 People

High-risk outdoor gatherings | Funerals/Celebrations of Life.
OCPHO approval required.
High-risk indoor gatherings | Live singing, wind instrument
performances, indoor dancing, funerals,
handgames, and indoor winter sports.
OCPHO approval required.

Vaccination Rates & Cases

Potential Setbacks

This means enjoying things like
outdoor sports, music festivals,
garage sales, food and drink on
patios, and parades.
Approval required for high-risk
events and gatherings of more
than 200 people.

Early June
Northwest
66 -75% Partial
Territories
Canada

Together we will emerge
wisely to manage personal
risks without restrictions.

Up to 25 people/businesses follow approved plans. Households can have
up to 10 people with a maximum of 5 non-household members.

Fully vaccinated: 8 days self-isolation with negative day 8 test.
All others: 14 days self-isolation and all household members self-isolate.
Exemptions considered.

If the current vaccines are less effective or ineffective
against a variant of concern, more restrictions may be
required while a booster vaccine is developed.

• Leisure travel
• Self-isolation
• Indoor gatherings
• Outdoor gatherings

Indoor Gatherings
• Fully vaccinated: no self-isolation
required.
• Partially vaccinated: 8 days selfisolation (testing required).
• Unvaccinated: 10 days selfisolation (testing required) and all
household members self-isolate.
Day 1 and 14 test required for
travellers going directly to a
small community. Day 1 and 14
tests required for some essential
workers.

• All travellers entering the
NWT must follow the same
self-isolation requirements
as residents.
• International travellers
must follow federal
quarantine regulations.
• Self-isolation plans required
for contact tracing and
rapid response preparation.

Indoor Gatherings up to
200 People

Outdoor Gatherings

You can go to people’s houses,
have people over, have
workplace get-togethers, and
parties.

Up to 50 people.

Approval required for high-risk
events and gatherings of more
than 200 people.

Early July
66 - 75% Full
or

75% Partial

Outdoor Gatherings up
to 200 People

NWT residents resume leisure
travel.

Early Summer

Late Summer/Early Fall

Mid to Late Fall

High-risk outdoor gatherings | Funerals/Celebrations of Life.
OCPHO approval required.
75% Full

<1,000 Daily New Cases*

<1,000 Daily New Cases*

66 - 75% Partial

66 - 75% Full

and

and

Unless otherwise specified, vaccination coverage applies to 18 years and older. Anticipated timelines are subject to reaching the outlined vaccination and case count thresholds.

• All travellers entering the
NWT must follow the same
self-isolation requirements
as residents.
• International travellers
must follow federal
quarantine regulations.
• Self-isolation plans required
for contact tracing and
rapid response preparation.

For NWT residents, and nonresident essential workers and
travellers with an exemption:

All Restrictions Lifted
Including:

Leisure Travel

Non-essential out of territory travel is not recommended.
Leisure travel into the territory is not permitted.
Exemptions considered.

For detailed information visit www.gov.nt.ca/COVID-19

Self-Isolation
Requirements Decrease

75% Full (12 years+)
and

66 - 75% partial (total pop.)
<1,000 Daily New Cases*

and

66 - 75% Full
*Seven-day average.

High-risk indoor gatherings | Live singing, wind instrument
performances, indoor dancing, funerals,
handgames, and indoor winter sports.
OCPHO approval required.

Vaccination Rates & Cases

Potential Setbacks

If the current vaccines are less effective or ineffective
against a variant of concern, more restrictions may be
required while a booster vaccine is developed.

Early June

AS OF JULY 6, 2021
Current state in NWT

Approval required for high-risk
events and gatherings of more
than 200 people.

You can go to people’s houses,
have people over, have
workplace get-togethers, and
parties.
Approval required for high-risk
events and gatherings of more
than 200 people.

Early July

Northwest
66 -75% Partial
Territories
Canada

For detailed information visit www.gov.nt.ca/COVID-19

This means enjoying things like
outdoor sports, music festivals,
garage sales, food and drink on
patios, and parades.

This means most restaurants,
stores, offices and other
business are at normal capacity.

Leisure travel
Self-isolation
Indoor gatherings
Outdoor gatherings

Together we will emerge
wisely to manage personal
risks without restrictions.

CUT THE RED TAPE!

• Fully vaccinated: no self-isolation
required.
• Partially vaccinated: 8 days selfisolation (testing required).
• Unvaccinated: 10 days selfisolation (testing required) and all
household members self-isolate.
Day 1 and 14 test required for
travellers going directly to a
small community. Day 1 and 14
tests required for some essential
workers.
NWT residents resume leisure
travel.

Early Summer

•
•
•
•

The Red Tape Reduction Working Group
set up an email address for residents
and local businesses to report GNWT
regulations and regulatory processes that
are unclear, unreasonable, or redundant
and welcome suggestions on how to
eliminate red tape:

Late Summer/Early Fall

66 - 75% Full

75% Full

or

75% Partial

66 - 75% partial (total pop.)

<1,000 Daily New Cases*

66 - 75% Partial

66 - 75% Full

and

73% 18+ have received 1 dose 76.58% of population
12+ has received 1st dose
67% have received 2nd dose

<1,000 Daily New Cases*

and

66 - 75% Full

Unless otherwise specified, vaccination coverage applies to 18 years and older. Anticipated timelines are subject to reaching the outlined vaccination and case count thresholds.

Current state in Canada

75% Full (12 years+)
and

<1,000 Daily New Cases*

and

Mid to Late Fall

*Seven-day average.

redtape@gov.nt.ca

st

308 COVID-19 cases

www.fin.gov.nt.ca/en/services/redtape-reduction

CURRENT BILLS
BEFORE THE HOUSE
Bills before Standing
Committee on Economic
Development and
Environment
Bill 29 – Resource Royalty
Information Disclosure Statute
Amendment Act
(Private Member’s Bill)

This Bill amends the following
statutes to allow for the disclosure
of confidential information
respecting resource royalties
for use in the development and
evaluation of policy for the GNWT
to a member of the Legislative
Assembly or to an Indigenous
government: Mineral Resources
Act; Northwest Territories Lands
Act; and Petroleum Resources
Act.

Bills before Standing
Committee on Social
Development
Bill 30 – Aurora College Act
This Bill clarifies the powers and
duties of the Board and creates
the Academic Council and the
Indigenous Knowledge Holders
Council to advise the Board.
Changes to the Aurora College
Act are part of the transformation
of Aurora College into a
polytechnic university.
Bill 31 – An Act to Amend the
Pharmacy Act
This Bill will allow broader
distribution of naloxone and
authorize electronic prescribing.

Bills before Standing
Committee on Government
Operations
Bill 32 – An Act to Amend the
Northern Employees Benefits
Services Pension Plan Act
This Bill amends the Northern
Employee Benefits Services

Pension Plan Act to ensure
continued effective regulation
and oversight of the NEBS
Pension Plan.
Bill 23 – An Act to Amend the
Public Utilities Act
(Private Member’s Bill)

This Bill amends the Public
Utilities Act to prohibit a public
utility from disconnecting a
residential customer’s electricity
service during the period of
October 1 to April 30, or when
the temperature is forecast
to be below 0ºC, because an
amount payable is overdue.

Statutory Reviews
Government Operations:
Official Languages Act
This Fall, Government
Operations will travel to
continue work to review the
Official Languages Act. The
meeting date is not yet set,
but please let us know if you
would like to be notified of the
Yellowknife meeting. If will also
be posted on my Facebook
Page.
Social Development:
Child and Family Services Act
Every five years the Social
Development Committee must
review the Child and Family
Services Act. In March 2021
virtual public meetings were
held with multiple stakeholders
and will continue in the Fall
with community visits. These
meetings are available on the
Legislative Assembly’s YouTube
Channel.
To participate in Bills
and Statutory reviews,
please email Committee Clerk:
Jennifer_Franki-Smith@
ntassembly.ca

Housing
Motion
I introduced a motion to
prioritize the review of the NWT
Housing Corporation as part
of the Government Renewal
Initiative and to update its
Mission Statement and policies
to reflect its role in social
wellness. The role housing plays
in wellness has long been a
hot-potato in the NWT and one
I hope will have clear direction
through this process. The GNWT
has 120 days to report back
to the House and I am very
much looking forward to the
government’s response.

RESPONSE
TO EMERGING
STRONGER
A PLAN TO REVIVE
THE NWT’S ECONOMY
www.eia.gov.nt.ca/en/priorities/
emerging-stronger

I believe the NWT was expecting
a bold plan to guide the NWT
through economic recovery.
I expected a transformative
document that would detail
specific actions with credible
budget lines and timelines and
without these it makes it difficult
for the GNWT to be held to
account. Identifying broadly
what sectors the government
wanted to focus isn’t enough.
People want to know HOW
the government will create an
impact.
You can read my comments
made in the House on June 4th on
my website at mla-kamlake.ca/
resources/ under Useful Links.

Available Business Funding
Pandemic Relief Extension Program
(PREP) for tourism operators
www.iti.gov.nt.ca/en/prep
Assists licensed tourism operators with eligible
fixed costs within the NWT at a minimum of
$2,500 (to a maximum of $100,000). Homebased tourism businesses will be also able to
access this relief funding.

Supplement for Tourism
Accommodation Relief (STAR) Program
www.iti.gov.nt.ca/en/star
Assists licensed accommodation providers
reporting significant drops in occupancy
levels, providing financial assistance for eligible
expenses in facilities with three or more rooms.

NWT Producers Incentive Pilot Program
(PIPP)
www.iti.gov.nt.ca/en/services/nwtproducers-incentive-pilot-program-pipp
Support for the NWT film and media sector
by investing in NWT producers at the predevelopment and development stages with
the goal of developing professional quality
commercial projects.

SEED Entrepreneur Funding
Have a great business idea or looking to expand
an existing business? Don’t forget about SEED
funding!
Up to $25,000 per year is available to help
entrepreneurs and small businesses with:
•
•
•
•
•

Startup Funding
Capital Asset Acquisition
Market and Product Development
Operational Support
Film Support as under the Film
Industry Guidelines

SEED Network Funding
Now that travel is a little easier, it might be time
to brush up on some networking and seminars.
The SEED Networking Fund provides businesses
with up to $8,000 per year for event fees,
accommodations, and airfare.

For more information on SEED Funding
contact the North Slave ITI office at
867-767-9212.

2021 ARCTIC INSPIRATION PRIZE
The largest annual prize in Canada supports diverse northern teams
with innovative projects in education, sustainable housing, health,
performing arts, traditional knowledge, language, and science.
Up to $3 million is available across three prize categories.
As an official Nominator, I am happy to support AIP in the NWT.
Deadline: October 13, 2021

For more information see

www.arcticinspirationprize.ca/nomination.../eligibility/

Glen Abernethy, NWT Regional Manager
for the Arctic Inspiration Prize and
myself.

REACH OUT
Caitlin Cleveland, MLA Kam Lake

Leslie Straker, Constituency Assistant

C: (867) 446-1154
E: caitlin_cleveland@ntassembly.ca
www.mla-kamlake.ca

W: (867) 765-9143, ext 12137
E: leslie_straker@ntassembly.ca

@CaitlinClevelandMLA

YOU CAN WATCH SESSION on ntassembly.ca, or the

Legislative Assembly’s Facebook, YouTube, or Twitter accounts
and Nortwestel, Bell and Shaw https://www.ntassembly.ca/documents-proceedings/broadcasting

